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PRETFACE.

Tips, tho first, edition of Kdmandaki's “ Elements of Polity,”
has been printed from amodern but very correct manuscript ob-~
tained at Benares by tho lato enthusiastic antiquarian Major
Markhon Kittoe. The work is very scarce in Caleutta, and the
only copy wo could obtain for collation is contained in the Li-
brary of tho Asiatic Society, No. 168 of tho Sanskrita Catalogue.
1t had been copied for the Library of the late Colloge of Fort
William, and, like most works of that collection, abounds in
errors and lacunze which render it utterly unreliable as an autho-
rity. Ithas, however, one redeeming merit, a Sanskrita com-
mentary, not to be mot with in the Benares M., which hasbeen
of great use m scttling the reading and meaning of & great
number of technical terms. In this respect the Paichalantra
and the Hitopades'a of Vishpus'arméd have also been of service.

Of the author of the work very little secms to be known.
The commentary above cited, states that he was o disciple
of tho cglebrated politician Chinakya, the Machiavel of In-
dia, who raised the first Mauriya Ling Chandragapts on
tho throne of Pitaliputra (B. C. 819); and this statement is
fally corroborated by tradition. From a report submitted by
Dr. Frederich to the Batavian Society of Arts and Scionces on
tho Sanskrita literature of Bali, it appears that the most
popular work in that Island on Polity is entitled Kdman-
daliye Nitisira, and all the Sanskrita books there ex.
tant nre acknowledged to be the counterparts of purely
Indian originals. The rcsearc.he,s of Sir Stamford Raffles and
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Crawfurd shew that the predominance of Baddhism in the
island of Java obliged the Hindu inhabitants of that placo
to retire, in the fourth century of tho Christian era, with their
household gods and their sacred scriptures to tho island of Bali,
where they and their descendants have, ever since, most care-
fully preserved the authenticity of their literature and their
. religion, Tt has also been shewn by the same authorities that
since the period of their exile, they have not had any religions
intercourse with India: it would therefore follow that the
Sanskrita works now available in Bali, inclnding the Kéman.
dokiya Niti, are of » dato anterior to the 4th centnry., The
contents, howover, of the Balenese code of morals are unknown,
and it would be p from the similarity of names, to
infer ite identity with the work now presented to the public;

yet the fact that the people of Bali themselves acknowledge all
their Sanskrita literature to have been obtained from Indis,

would argue the existence of at least « Kémandakiya Nitiséra st

the time when that liternturc was imported from tho shores of
Bhératavarsha,

An internal evidence of some moment is in favonr of the
antiquity which tradition has ascribed to this work. It is
dedicated to Chandragupts, and the author, a Baddhist, ap-
parently with a view not to offend the feelings of his Hindu
patron with the namo of o Baddhist deity, has thought fit to
forego the usual invocation at the commencement of his work—
a circumstance which has been made thetheme of muceh erudito
disquisition by the autlior of the Siddhénta Muaktbvali*

Although written in verse, its style is peouliarly unpoetieal,
and in its rude simplicity approaches the older Smritis, Tho
work has not, however, any of the antiquated grammatical
forms and obsolete expressions which are so freely met witl,
in Mfmn. und‘occnsionn“y in tho other Smyitis, and its vorsi.
Jication is unéxceptionablo. Indecd, had it to be jodged by

* That author, b o i : -
P Ly :k Lw' aweret, gires wn 0 information regarding the religious belief
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its motres alono they would have justified the inference that its
origin is due to o much later age than that of Kélidésa.

It has been observed by some that the use of the word
Lord in this work is fatal to its claim to antiquity, that word
having been shown, in a paper published in the Journal of tho
Asiatic Socicty (Vol. p. ),tobeof Arabicorigin, and to have
been borrowed by the Brahwmans in the 10th century. Mr.
Ravenshaw’s speculations, however, have not yet obtained that
confirmation which would justify our rejecting the testimony
of the dedication, and infer the date of the work from tho use
of a single word which may after all bo the result of an inter-
polation or a mislection.

One of the most striking points in the goneral tons of the
work is its gravity and sententiousness, Confucius, in his pro-
verbs, scarcely attempts anything more pithy ; and yet in the
anxicty of the author to lay down rules for even the most in-
significant movements of kings, there isa dryness of deteil
which deprives it entirely of the charm of terseness. Its
gravity is essentully Oriontal, while the morality of its state
policy is more worthy of the notorious historiographer of
Florence than of the successors of Bhrign and other great
sages of ancient India. Its cornerstone is cunning and artifico,
intended to favour arbitrary power, and its main object is to
overcome party opposition. Considering that the political life
of Chénakya was devoted to one eternal round of strategoms
and artifices for the overthrow of his powerful rival, Rékshasa,
of which forgery, perjury and even poisoning formed the most
salient points, it is not to be wondered at that his principles,
cven when systematised by his pupil, should retain some indi-

cations of their tortuosity. This defect, however, is confined
entirely to the sections on diplomacy, and does not at all affect
his rules regarding the general conduct of princes and their
officers, which, in their carnest advocacy of truth, justice and
houesty, would stand a very fu.vo‘umble comparison with works
of much higher pretepsions. Those rules are the ariginals
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whenco the cthies of the Hitopades have been deduced, and
the Mitopadesn is n work that has withstood the ordeal of
criticism for near fifteen hundred years, and has not been
found wanting. As abook on morality it is better known nnd
¢ has been translated more frequently and intd a greater
variety of languages than any other composition not sacred.”*
Tt might be argued that in the infancy of race, as in the
hildhood of man, the apologue or fable is the odly form in
which moral counsel is successfully imparted, and hence it
would be much more rensonable to suppose the Hitopodesa to
be the archetypo of the Kfmandakiya Niti, than the latter to
Do that of the former. Dut it is no less true ihat in the early
state of society, concise rules and flashing proverbs, * the con-
densed conclusions of experience,”” form better guides of life, and
ave, therefore, more generally estecmed, than protracted ratio-
ginations in search of general principles, and hence it js that all
our wise men of antiquity from Solomon downwards, sre more
noted for their proverbs than lengthy processes of inference,
Probably apologues follored proverbs, aud essays succeeded
them nest. The argument, however, in cither way, isnot
applicable with reference to the origin of eitber the Kdmanda-
kiya Niti or the Hitopadess. The Makdbldrata must bo
acknowledged to be anterior to both, and in the Rfjadharma
section of that epic, maxims are produced in almost the very
words in which we sece them in the Ister works;+ hence the
idea is suggested that those and similar maxims were among
the Hindus, as they are among other nations, the heir-looms of
remote antiquity, which have been from time to time collected,
arranged, amplified, and illnstrated according to varying pre-
dilections of authors.
Tho maxims of Kdmandaki are arranged under mineteen
different heads, sud embrace almost all the subjects that may be

. ¢s Totrod
+ The Agni Purins liss & scction.
freely guoted, but not by aame,

t0 the Hitopad
sone Polity in wiyel, Kimandaki Lias been
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fairly included under the term polity, besides somo which have
only the voucher of Hindu writers to appear in this work.
The first chapter is devoted to tho'inculcation, in princes, of the
necessity of study and of controlling their passions, The seeond
lias for its subjects the division of learning, the dutics of the
different castes and the importance of criminal jurisprudence.
In the third occurs an exposition of the duty of princes to their
subjeets, of the necessity of impartial justice, and the impropriety
of tyrannising over their people. The fourth affords a descrip-
tion of the essential constituents of a good government. It says
¢ King, minister, kingdom, castle, treasury, army, and allies
aro known to form the seven constituents of a government.
They contribute to each other’s weal, and the loss of even a
singlo one of them renders the whole imperfect :—he who
wishes to keep a government perfect should study well their
natures,

“ The first desideratum for a king is to attain royal quali-
ties, and having attained them he should look for them in
others, A flourishing sovercignty cannot well be obtained by
the worthless ; ho (only) who hag qualificd himself is fit to be
a king.

“ Royal prosperity, so difficult to be obtained and more so
0 retain, and which depends on the goodwill of multitudes,
rests steadily only on moral purity, as water in a (fixed)
vessel.”

The duties of masters and servants engross the whole of the
fifth chapter, and the mode of removing difficulties or rather
of punishing the wicked, forms the subject of the sixth, The
seventh is devoted to the duty of garding the persons of kings
and crown princes, and includes s variety of expedients against
surprises, poisoning, the infidelity of servants, wives and re-
latives, and the dishonesty of medical attendants. Tho mode
of consolidating a kingdom by providing it with the necessary
officers of state, and including :vif:hin it 2 number of dependencies
and subordinate chiefs, forms the subject of tho next chapter.
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.
Then follow a series of rules regarding negociations and disputes
with foreign powers, conferences, embassies and spies, which
take up the whole of the 9th, 10th, 11th sud the 12th chapters.
Tho 13th opens with an exhortation in favour of constant activity
and attention to business, and tho evils whick attend idleness
and vicious propensities. The latter are indicated by tho term
vydsana, and include o number of vices and frailties—such as
over-fondness for hunting and gambling, sleeping in the day,
1| 3 pi daneing, singing, playing, idleness,
drinking, general depravity, viclence, injary, envy, malice,
pride, and tyranny. The term is very comprehensive, and when
applied to other than men, is made to iraply  defects’ gencrally,
and the subsequent chapter particnlarises the various defects to
which the seven members of a government are frequently liable,
Tt is followed by a dissertation on military expeditions. The 16th
chapter has fortification, intrenchment and ping of armies
for its subjects, and, though short, is highly intcresting, for the
rules it contains on matters in which the modern Hindus are so
entirely ignorant. The different expedients for overcoming
cnemies such as reconciliation, wealth, shew of military power,
domestic discord, dipl , feigning, and stratag are
detailed in the following chapter, and those failing, 2 king is re-
commended to enter into actmal warfare, and on the mode
of carrying it on, inclnding surprises, guerilla fights, pitched
battles, and military stratagies ; the uses of the different mem.
bers of an army, such as tho infantry, cavalry snd clephants;
the arrays of soldiers iuto columus, lines, squares, &c.; the
dutics of commanders, and the principle of selecting one’s
ground, the two subsequent chapters contain the most eari.
ous details.  'With a view to afford an insight into theso to
those who do not read Sanskrit, it was onco our anxions wish
to annex to this edition a translation of the entire work, and
we had rendf:red nFarly t\)rce-fourths of it into English, bns
press oc;' official d\\t.\cs lmvmg.c:‘mscd a Jong interraption, and
an accident—tho ravages of white ants~—having deprived us of
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onr MS,, we feel compelled to abandon our design for the pre.
scnt,

In carrying tho work through tho press, wo lavoderived much
assistanco from Pandita Visvanitha 8'stri to whom, wo take this
opportunity, publicly, to offer our grateful acknowledgments,
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